
The Specialised Centre of Marin Ecosystems (CERECOMA) of IRAD Kribi and the 

IRAD Antenna in Niete/Nkoôolong jointly welcome Her Excellency Dr Madeleine 

Tchuinte, The Minister of Scientific Research and Innovation  
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Formation continue 

 

Des responsables de lôIRAD form®s ¨ la gestion des fonds et biens publics  

 

Cô®tait au cours dôun conclave convoqu® du 14 au 15 octobre 2016 ¨ Mbalmayo 

 

 çQualit® de la d®pense et r®gularit® des op®rations budg®taires et de la comptabilit®-mati¯res è. Tel ®tait le 

th¯me de cette session de formation dispens®e par des experts du Minist¯re des Finances conduits par Idrissou 

NSANGOU, contr¹leur financier sp®cialis® aupr¯s de la Communaut® urbaine de Yaound®.  

Dans son propos liminaire, le Directeur G®n®ral de lôInstitut de recherche agricole pour le d®veloppement 

(IRAD), Dr No® WOIN a exhort® ses collaborateurs ¨ plus dôattention et dôassiduit® car ce sont l¨ les outils pour 

la bonne gouvernance ch¯re au gouvernement de la R®publique qui leur sera ainsi donn®s ¨ travers ces deux 

jours de formation. ç Ne prenez pas cela comme un amusement ou que ces hauts fonctionnaires de lôadministra-

tion publique sont venus ¨ Mbalmayo perdre leur temps. Et, nous ne nous arr°tons pas en si bon chemin. De 

temps en temps, nous leur demanderons dôeffectuer des visites inopin®es ¨ Yokadouma ou ¨ Ekona par exemple, 

pour voir comment les comptables et les chefs de ces structures g¯rent les fonds et les biens de lôEtat dans leur 

ressort è, a-t-il relev®. 

 

 Prenaient part ¨ cette formation les chefs des structures, les comptables, les comptables-mati¯res et les 

comptables d®l®gu®s de lôensemble des structures op®rationnelles de lôIRAD r®pandues ¨ travers le territoire na-

tional.  

 

 

Claude ZEBA/Tata Precillia 
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Les chercheurs nouvellement recrut®s form®s pour promouvoir la culture de lôinnovation et de lôimpact 

au sein de la recherche agronomique du Cameroun  

 

Ils sont une centaine de jeunes chercheurs nouvellement mis ¨ la disposition de lôIRAD par le minist¯re de la 

Recherche et de lôInnovation (MINRESI) ¨ b®n®ficier de cette formation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A la demande du Minist¯re de la recherche Scientifique et de lôInnovation du Cameroun, dans le cadre du 

Contrat de D®sendettement D®veloppement du programme dôAppui ¨ la Recherche (C2D-PAR), Ludovic 

Temple, Syndhia Math® (UMR Innovation) et M. Baral (DIST) ont anim® un atelier de formation pour promou-

voir la culture de lôinnovation et de lôimpact au sein de la recherche agronomique du Cameroun . Cette forma-

tion a b®n®fici® ¨ 90 jeunes chercheurs de lôIRAD qui font partie des 205 chercheurs recrut®s en 2016. Ces re-

crutements sont un ®l®ment de la politique dôinvestissement dans la recherche pour lôinnovation comme levier 

de la croissance ®conomique suite aux recommandations dôune ®tude sur lôimpact de la recherche conduite au 

MINRESI en 2014. 

 Vingt jours durant, soit du 17 octobre au 06 novembre 2016, la direction g®n®rale de de lôInstitut de re-

cherche agricole pour le d®veloppement (IRAD) a connu une ambiance des jours peu ordinaires marqu®s par le 

balai incessant dôapprenants, de formateurs mais aussi dôadministratifs qui se sont donn®s rendez-vous en ces 

lieux. Le but poursuivi par les organisateurs, notamment le MINRESI, lôIRAD et leurs partenaires au d®veloppe-

ment, ®tait de fournir aux jeunes recrues du MINRESI mis ¨ la disposition de lôIRAD, les connaissances, m®-

thodes et outils leur permettant dôadopter une posture de recherche pour le d®veloppement.    

 Les participants en provenance de tous les Centres et Stations de recherche des 10 R®gions du pays se r®-

partissaient entre les cinq coordinations que compte lôIRAD : Cultures p®rennes ; Cultures annuelles ; Syst¯me 

de production, Economie et Sociologie rurales ; For°t, Sol et Environnement, et Production animale et halieu-

tique. Trois th¯mes ont sous-tendu cette formation en lôoccurrence : les cadres conceptuels et m®thodologiques 

dôanalyse dôun processus dôinnovation dans le secteur agricole et alimentaire ; les outils et m®thodes dôenqu°tes 

pour accompagner ces processus ; les strat®gies de valorisation acad®miques et commerciales de lôinnovation.  

       

      Ludovic TEMPLE, Claude ZEBA and TATA Precillia  
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Station IRAD de Banyo 

 

La station IRAD de Banyo sôouvre ses portes au public 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Le chef de station explique la technique  mise en îuvre dans la production du champ de maµs sur un terrain 
hostile  

 

Ce lundi 26 septembre 2016, la station polyvalente de recherche agricole de Banyo a organis® ¨ lôattention des 

partenaires du secteur agro-pastoral une journ®e porte ouverte. Le dirigeant de cette institution veut concilier 

lô®levage et lôagriculture dans le but dôinsuffler une nouvelle dynamique pour am®liorer le rendement et le 

bien °tre des producteurs. Le chef de station IRAD, a prouv® ¨ travers cette visite guid®e que les animaux et 

les sous-produits agricoles se compl¯tent pour une augmentation de la production qui va profiter aux produc-

teurs. 

 

Avis de quelques participants 

La station IRAD de Banyo nôest plus vacante. Malgr® son arriv®e au milieu de la campagne agricole, il 

a d®pass® les attentes. 

Nous ®voluions ¨ lôaveuglette, maintenant nous avons un dirigeant.  

Quôil mette ¨ notre disposition la semence am®lior®e ¨ haut rendement et au cycle de production court. 

Quôil nous aide conserver et ¨ faire usage de nos produits agro-pastoraux 

Que la technique dôam®lioration de fertilisation du sol nous soit transmise.  

Quôil nous aide ¨ d®velopper lô®levage des petits ruminants et de la volaille. 

Quôil nous transmette la technique de production du lait des ch¯vres.  

Jean CHOUPAMOM 

Ing®nieur des travaux dôagriculture  

Chef station polyvalente de recherche de Banyo 



.ЊΦΦΪ .ÏÖÅÍÂÒÅ ΨΦΧά 

 

LôIRAD sôint®resse d®sormais ¨ ®viter la contamination/intoxication des produits maraich¯res cultives des 

bas-fonds autour de Yaound®  

£tablissement dôune plateforme dôinnovation dô®change avec les maraichers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Le mara´chage est actuellement la principale source dôapprovisionnement en produits frais pour la majeure 

partie des populations africaines. Cependant, force est de constater que cette activit® sôeffectue g®n®ralement 

dans les bas-fonds, qui sont des r®ceptacles de toutes sortes de d®jection. Au Cameroun, les cultures pratiqu®es 

dans ces bas-fonds sont arros®es avec les eaux pollu®es issues de ces derniers, mais ®galement les produits r®col-

t®s sont lav®s avec ces eaux avant dô°tre achemin®s vers les march®s. Cette situation a pour cons®quence lôexpo-

sition des populations consommant ces produits sans mesure dôhygi¯ne appropri®e ¨ diff®rents maladies, dôo½ la 

n®cessit® de cr®er une plateforme dôinnovation et dô®change entre les diff®rents acteurs de cette activit®. Cette 

plateforme est constitu® des mara´chers, des commerants des l®gumes, des vendeurs (des fertilisants, semences, 

pesticides et outils et ®quipements ¨ aratoires et d'irrigation) et des acteurs de la recherche ¨ travers le projet. 

CORAF ç Externalit®s N®gatives è afin de trouver des alternatives pour une production saine avec un augmenta-

tion du rendement.  

 

aCh¦th¦ /ƭŀǊƛǎǎŜΣ !aLb! !.h¦.!Y!w Ŝǘ .L[hbD DŜǊǾŀƛǎ  
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IRAD CERECOMA and Nkoõolong Antenna Welcomes MINRESI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Niete/Nkoôolong antenna of IRAD is located some 50km from Kribi and is implanted on a surface 
area of 600 ha of land. Of this, 400 ha  has well drained soils adaptable for rubber cultivation of which 25.9 ha  
has been planted with rubber varieties for production and scientific collection purposes. The IRAD Antenna in 
Nkoôolong is a research unit under the IRAD Ekona Regional Research Centre mainly specialised in rubber 
farming and rubber germplasm collection.  

The Kribi Cosmopolitan city is expected to see a population boom in the next few years following the 
construction of a deep seaport in this area. This implies that food prices will double and triple in this already 
very expensive city and as well, forest, marine and mangrove ecosystems will be highly threatened by over ex-
ploitation and pollution. In order to take necessary measures to address the problems that will arise from popula-
tion and industrial growth in this area, many government agencies and Non-Governmental Organisations are im-
planting diversified actions. The Ministry of Scientific Research and Innovation through its research Institute of 
Agricultural Research for Development (IRAD) is not left out in this endeavour. It is to this effect that on Octo-
ber 19 and 20 2016, Her Excellency Dr Madaleine Tchuinte, The Minister of Scientific Research and Innovation 
decided to brave all the bad roads during a rainy season to visit The Specialised Centre of Marine Ecosystems 
(CERECOMA) of IRAD Kribi and the IRAD Antenna in Niete/Nkoôolong. This was the first time that these two 
structures received a Minister in their premises.  
 To show the importance accorded to this exploratory field visit by the Minister, she was accompanied by 
senior authorities of the MINRESI and IRAD. This visit was extraordinary as the minister personally visited the 
farms in an effort to appreciate the landscape, the ongoing activities, problems faced and explore possible on the 
ground solutions which will latter be blended with administrative procedures for sustainability of action. From 
there, through a guided tour, other experimental sites and offices were visited. During the Ministerôs visit, the 
existing germplasm collection was visited to explore opportunities for increasing rubber production in this area 
as well as valorising other activities to respond to the food needs of the fast growing population in Kribi. To this, 
the Minister promised to raise the Nkoôolong antenna to a full polyvalent station by 2018 in order to diversify 
and intensify food and cash crop production in this area. While in CERECOMA, the minister visited their fish 
ponds, mangrove rice production trial fields, prawn production units, crab collection unit and other laboratories 
on prawn feed production and fattening of prawns. Drawing on the curtains, the Minister requested that in 2017, 
farmers field schools be organised in these two localities to valorise some of the existing technologies and start 
boosting up crop and fishery production for sustained food security to the growing population.  
  

 Tata Precillia (PhD) ijang2001@yahoo.fr   
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Research spotlight 
 
Oil palm (Elaeis guineensis Jacq.) seedlings generated from mature zygotic embryos (MZE) in Cameroon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World production of palm oil has been increasing at a rapid rate due to its overwhelming demand for edible oils 
and oil products, oleo-chemicals and for clean transportation energy fuel. The lengthy germination period of oil 
palm seeds presents a major drawback for the production and supply of seedlings at commercial level (Tabi Mbi 
et al., 2016). To address this issue, a team of researchers have successfully generated oil palm (Elaeis guineen-
sis Jacq.) seedlings from mature zygotic embryos (MZE) in Cameroon. The results of this study titled óMature 
zygotic embryo rescue improves in vitro germination and seedling production in high value oil palm (Elaeis 
guineensis Jacq.) cultivarsô were recently published in Industrial Crops and Products, a Journal with impact fac-
tor 3.449. With this technique, up to 90% germination was obtained within 20 days for the best cultivar. The 
study which describes the best culture medium tested with different components also revealed that cultivar and 
culture medium mostly influence vitro plant production in oil palm. This study realized exclusively in our con-
text demonstrates the possibility of complementing the technique with the conventional dry heat treatment meth-
od in order to scale up seed germination rate and boost the seed production potential of CEREPAH Dibamba. 
The figure here illustrates the experimental stages from fruits to plantlets through in vitro morphogenesis of 
MZE. ÉTabi Mbi et al. / Industrial Crops and Products 94 (2016) 445ï453 available online at http://
dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.indcrop.2016.09.002. 

Godswill Ntsomboh Ntsefong 
Chief of Improved Oil Palm Seed Produc-
tion Unit 
IRAD-CEREPAH La Dibamba 
E-mail: ntsomboh@yahoo.fr  
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IRAD EKONA works to enhance traditional vegetable seed supply 

 

Pacesetter for traditional african vegetable seeds processing research 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Traditional African Vegetables (TAVs) are gaining more importance each day.  A major constraint to 

these micro-nutrient dense crops is availability of quality seeds.  Since 2014, with the help of the CORAF fund-

ed TAV project (World Veg Center as implementing organization), IRAD Ekona has carried out several activi-

ties/research to improve TAV production and consumption. These activities include distribution of improved 

seeds, setting up of Best Practice Hubs (BPHs), multiplication/processing of seeds, organization of open days 

for stakeholders in the value chain, study of pests in field and during seed processing/storage, open day of TAV 

consumption for students, and putting in place a functional innovation platform.  After manual or foot-smashed 

extraction of seeds, we are now using electrical machines to extract seeds of nightshade, tomatoes, pepper and 

egg plant. 

  

 For more information, contact: Dr. Nambangia Justin Okolle, Tel: 674534786 or 695951991  

 Email: okollejustin@yahoo.com or okollenambangia@gmail.com  

Washing of fermented pepper fruits  Machine extracted smashed tomato fruits & seeds 

mailto:okollejustin@yahoo.com
mailto:okollenambangia@gmail.com
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LADY BIRD BEETLE LARVAE 

 

Natural Enemy of Aphids Infesting African Nightshade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 One of the most widely cultivated and consumed Traditional African Vegetable (TAV) in Cameroon is 

African Nightshade (Solanum spp). This iron-rich TAV is seriously infested by black gregarious aphids that 

suck sap out the stems and young leaves. In very severe cases, infestation results to leaf coiling/wilting of plants. 

Most farmers try to solve this problem by abusively using dangerous pesticides such as mocap (ethoprophos) 

and other pesticides such as Cypercal (Cypermethrine) and Mancozeb. In vegetable farms at Ekona, the larvae 

of the lady bird beetle were seen searching and feeding on aphids found on African nightshade. These dark-

bodied, yellow-dotted larvae with three pairs of legs have potential to be encouraged or used as important com-

ponents for Integrated management of the aphids. Studies are on-going.  

 

 For more information, contact: Dr. Nambangia Justin Okolle, Tel: 674534786 or 695951991,  

 Email: okollejustin@yahoo.com or okollenambangia@gmail.com  

Nightshade cultivated without pesticides  Favours lady bird beetle larvae  

mailto:okollejustin@yahoo.com
mailto:okollenambangia@gmail.com
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AUSTRALIA AWARD 

 

Increasing the development impact of Agricultural research 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 IRAD Researcher and Australia Awardee, Dr. Atemkeng Maureen Fonji, through the short course 

ñIncreasing the development impact of Agricultural researchò, is gaining insight into a successful Innova-

tion Platform which is now spreading across Africa.  

 Food insecurity in Africa is largely due to poor yields of the cereal crops caused by factors including stem-

borer pests, striga weeds and degraded soils. A platform technology, ópushïpullô, based on locally available 

companion plants, effectively addresses these constraints resulting in substantial grain yield increases. The 

ñpush-pullò technology involves intercropping cereal crops with a (forage) legume, desmodium (Desmodium 

uncinatum Jacq.), and planting Napier grass (Pennisetum purpureum Schumach) as a border crop. Desmodium 

repels stem borer moths (push), and attracts their natural enemies, while Napier grass attracts them (pull). Des-

modium is very effective in suppressing striga weed while improving soil fertility through nitrogen fixation and 

improved organic matter content. The success of this technology has been built on participation by a range of 

actors, including the private sector, government, researchers, farmers, NGOs and others.  

 The Awardee has also participated in excursions in Kenya where this technology has been successfully 

implemented and intends to investigate (as a multidisciplinary team) on the use of cowpea as a repellent crop for 

stem borers, given that cowpeas have two of the virtues of Desmodium: fixes nitrogen; and has suicidal effect on 

striga. Effective multilevel partnerships will have to be established with national agricultural research and exten-

sion systems, non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders to promote this research in the five agro-

ecological zones of Cameroon. 

 

By: Atemkeng Maureen Fonji, IRAD Kumba Barombi. 
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IRAD PREPARES TO ESCALATE THE SUPPLY OF ANIMAL PROTEIN  

 

IRAD Bambui acquires new motor bikes for Artificial Insemination Operations in the North West Region 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Within the framework of a protocol agreement signed between IRAD and LIFIDEP in May 2015, IRAD 

Bambui received seven new, registered motor bikes and accessories on October 17, 2016. LIFIDEP is a develop-

ment project for the North West Region whose overall objective is to increase rural income and reduce poverty 

in Cameroon with the specific objective to improve on the livelihood of low income farmers through the in-

creased production and productivity in small scale livestock and fisheries sub-sectors in the North West Region. 

This project is co-financed by the IDB and the Government of Cameroon and will run for six years from 2014 to 

2019. IRAD is the implementing partner in the execution of Artificial Insemination (AI) to improve on the in-

digenous herds especially for milk and beef production. IRAD also has the mandate within the project to carry 

out capacity building of AI technicians, community based inseminators and AI farmers, certify Day Old Chicks 

and small ruminants to be given to famers, together with the responsibility to carry out studies on the potentials, 

conditions and management of pasture lands, fodder production and other feed resources in the North West Re-

gion and feasibility studies on the construction of cage culture in Bamendjin Dam in Ngoketunjia Division. 

IRAD will also have to train milk value chain actors especially in transformation and marketing of dairy prod-

ucts.  

By Dr Lendzemo Venasius Wirnkar (RCC Bambui) and Munji Victorine Nsongka (LIFIDEP Focal Point at IRAD) 
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Collaboration locale : IRAD et les acteurs du secteur agro-pastoral  

 

Atelier de concertation entre IRAD et les acteurs du secteur agro-pastoral : ç am®lioration et diversifica-

tion de la production è. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dans ce forum dô®change, le chef de station IRAD de Banyo a voulu °tre ¨ lô®coute des acteurs du secteur 

agro-pastoral afin de permettre ¨ lôIRAD de mieux cibler ses interventions. Les trois arrondissements lesquels 

ont r®pondu massivement. Les experts de MINEPIA, de MINADER, de MINFOF, et de MINCOM ont ®t® invi-

t®s non seulement ¨ travailler en synergie, mais ®galement ¨ rehausser lô®clat de cette c®r®monie. Tout ceci sôest 

d®roul® sous la houlette de la pr®fectorale.  

         Le chef de la station IRAD de Banyo a personnellement conduit le cort¯ge dans les champs dôexp®rimenta-

tion. Tour ¨ tour, ils ont visit® la p®pini¯re de bananier, les champs de maµs variet® CMS04 70 ï 80 j, ATP-

CHC202 70 jour, shaba 120 jours de cycle ; la rizi¯re pluviale, les champs de diff®rentes esp¯ces du haricot en  

culture simple ou mixte haricot-maµs. Apr¯s cette visite guid®e, les participants ont ®t® convi®s au cocktail offert 

par le chef de station. Apr¯s cette s®ance gastronomique, le Pr®fet sôest retir® et les travaux en atelier ont d®but® 

avec la pr®sentation de lôIRAD.  

        Visite guid®e des diff®rents champs dôexp®rimentation au site IRAD de Banyo. 

Jean CHOUPAMOM 

Ing®nieur des travaux dôagriculture  

Chef de la station polyvalente de recherche de Banyo 

Les participants appr®cient lôassociation haricot- maµs en champ  Vari®t® de quinoa en exp®rimentation  

Explication de la technique culturale du riz pluvial Nerica  Visite dôune parcelle du riz Nerica  


